LORD  OXFORD  WAS SHAKESPEARE
Having thus "buried" the poet (about 1599-1600)
he pursues the even tenor of his way, without
trace of any mental storm; sues Rogers; acts in
Sejanus; buys the lease of tithes; and passes
prosperous and contented days until he is buried
as " Will Shakspere, Gentleman/' * At a time when
he was on the flood-tide of prosperity there is no
evidence of any crisis, nor of circumstances to
justify a desire for anonymity. Says Dover
Wilson:
There is not a hint, either in contemporary record
or local tradition, that Shakespeare suffered disability
or disease of any sort during his later years. On the
contrary, all we can glean points to cheerfulness and
happiness.
The   dual   existence,   above   compared,   surely
passes beyond the limits of literary credulity,
Let us now consider the life-history of Edward
de Vere, during the period 1593-1604, assuming
that he be the poet- The Sonnets had been com-
menced by 1590, when he would have reached
"forty winters." In 1588 his wife, Anne Cecil,
died; and owing to this sorrow and a combination
of causes, he withdrew from Court. Among these,
doubtless, were the charges of 1576-80, including
the allegation that he was a " bastard/1 the failure
to obtain some office of state, and the "loss of
good name," "In disgrace with fortune and
men's eyes" he became a recluse and devoted
himself to literature- It was in 1598, ten years
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